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sician's letters, he has given to the work almost the air 
of an Autobiography. 

He has from time to time contributed some admirable 
articles to Fraser's Magazine ; and the readers of the 
Musical Times need not be reminded of those fine 
analyses of the Masses of Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, 
&c., &c., that he has for yeai-s been writing for their 
instruction and delight. He had undertaken to write 
a series of papers in this periodical, " On the Culti- 
vation of Domestic Music;" of which only the first 
■was completed. This is given in the present number. 

Edward Holmes was not merely a refined — an ex- 
quisitely-refined judge of music ; but so devout a 
worshipper of the science, that he never could be 
induced to compromise its true interests by identifying 
himself with the inferior productions of the day, — 
however popular and fashionable. He has resigned 
a pupil who refused to learn the compositions he 
recommended, and insisted on playing what he 
considered trash. 

But apart from his beloved Art, Edward Holmes 
■was endowed with as rare a taste in the classical ima- 
ginative literature of his country ; and, upon this 
topic, we have known very few who could talk so well 
as he. Like some few geniuses, however finely he 
wrote, his conversation rivalled his diction. An 
evening with Holmes, and with Shakespeare, and the 
great early novellists, was never to be, and never will 
be forgotten by many. 

He had a strong aflPection for his earliest friends, 
and children associates. He married the sister of his 
attached friend, the late Egerton Webbe, grand- 
daughter of Samuel Webbe, the glee-composer. Their 
■wedded life was but of little more than two years' 
duration ; in that period, however, it will ever be a 
consolation to the bereaved one to know that her sweet 
affection had rendered the closing scene of his life one 
of intense happiness, 

GLOUCESTER MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 

The Gloucester Festival was established nearly a cen- 
tui-y and a half ago, in aid of tlie funds of " the Charity 
for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of the Clergy" of 
the three dioceses of Worcester, Hereford, and Gloucester. 
The inauguration, as usual, commenced with full service 
in the Catliedral, on Tuesday morning, the 6th of Sep- 
tember. About 300 performers were congregated, who, 
being all of a superior class, produced effects as pleasing, 
if not as powerful, as a much larger body of musicians. 
The service was opened with an organ voluntary, and the 
preces and responses, as of old, were Tallis's, and produced 
the usual grand and impressive effect. The collection at 
the doors amounted to £203 143. 8d., thereby exceeding 
the first morning of the last Gloucester Festival by £40. 
The great musical feature of the first morning performance 
is the Dettingen Te Deum of Handel, which is invariably 
given. It went off' on the whole admirably. The anthems 
were Mendelssohn's " As the hart pants," and Attwood's 
" Coronation Anthem." 

On Tuesday evening, the first secular concert took place. 
The progiamme was not of undue length, and was still 
shortened by the omission of three pieces for which Mr. 
S. Reeves had been set down. His absence was explained 
to have arisen from a severe cold, increased by a wet 
journey. Tiie first part of the concert consisted of a 
selection from Don Giovanni, in which Madame Clara 
Novello, Mdlle. Titiens, Miss Dolby, Signori Giuglini, 
Belletti, and Badiali, took part. The second part was 
composed chiefiy of English songs, and tlie whole tei-mi- 
natcd at eleven o'clock. Most of the company remained 
two or three hours longer to participate in the dance which 
always follows the first conceit at Gloucester. 

Wednesday morning's performance was Mendelssohn's 



ever attractive oratorio, Elijah, which drew together a 
large attendance. Mr. S. Reeves, to the great gratification 
of the audience, was present. The principal soprano nwsio 
was sung to admiration by Madame Novello, the prop of 
the oratorios at these festivals. Miss Dolby also sang in 
her usual correct style. Signer Belletti performed tliepart 
of Elijah with great talent and effect, though he wanted 
the true English feeling which others have given to this 
music. Mrs. Hepworth, Miss Lascelles, Messrs. Montem 
Smith, Hunt, and Thomas, also took part in the oratorio. 

At the evening concert on Wednesday, Sterndale Ben- 
nett's May Queen formed the fii-st part, and was performed 
admirably. The principal solo parts were sung by Mrs. 
Clare Hepworth, Miss Lascelles, Mr. S. Reeves, and Mr. 
Thomas. The second portion of the concert consisted of 
a miscellaneous selection from different sources. Mr. 
Beeves, whose name was announced for a ballad, had lefi 
the concert-room, owing to indisposition, and his absence 
gave rise to some disturbance, of which the following 
account is furnished by a contemporary ; — 

"The indisposition of Mr. S. Reeves was otserved on all sides 
durittg the performance of the Mat/ Queen on "Wednesday night, and 
no one ouglit to have felt surprise, however he may have experienced 
disappointment, at the omission of a ballad allotted to that gentle- 
man in the second part of the concert. When, however, Madame 
Novello had sung ' Prendi per me' out of its place, and on her 
retiring there were no signs of Mr. Reeves, the audience began to be 
restive, and would not be pacified until one of the stewards (Mr. 
T. G. Parry) came forward and addressed them. He said, * Ladies 
and Gentlemen ; It seems to be the principal duty of stewards to 
make apologies for Mr. Sims Reevts. The stewards liave done all 
in their power, but as Mr. Sims Reeves has quietly walked off, the 
stewards cannot fetch him back, and I hope they will not be blamed. 
He has found a good friend in Madame Novello, who has kindly 
consented to sing a song in his stead.' This address was received 
with mingled applause and hisses. It did not, however, satisfy Mr. 
Reeves's substitute, who, protesting that it conveyed an erroneous 
statement of the facts, declared that she would not sing until it had 
been corrected. The Mayor of Gloucester (on the refusal of his 
colleague to set matters right) then volunteered a further explana- 
tion, which amounted to this :— ' Ladies and Gentlemen : I have the 
pleasure to inform you that Madame Novello will give another song 
in place of Mr. Sims Reeves.' Cries of ' Not enough'—' We know 
that already' — greeted the ears of his worship as lie left the platform 
after having delivered himself of this weighty piece of information. 
Being apprised of the inadequate manner in wliich he had accom- 
plished his self-imposed task, the mayor returned to the charge, and 
addressed his turbulent co-citizens afresh : — 'Ladies and Gentlemen,' 
he said, ' I am to state that Mr. Sims Reeves, being ill, was com- 
pelled to leave.' Tliis speech, a worthy pendant of the other, wa» 
answered by shouts of laugliter, and it seemed unlikely now that 
the disturbancewould be quelled at all. Afteralong interval, during 
the progress of which the Shire Hall threatened to be turned into a 
bear-garden, Madame Clara Novello made her appearance on the 
pUtform, to fulfil, as was generally surmised, the task she had un- 
dertaken as deputy. Shouts, cheers, and plaudits greeted her from 
every part of the room, and when these subsided she opened her lips 
—but not to sing. Instead of 'Bonnie Prince Charlie,' it was 
'Ladles and Gentlemen.' Calmly, unaffectedly, and yet firmly, 
Madame Novello, like a musical Portia, admonished her hearers. 
She spoke to the following purport :-' Before Mr. Reeves went 
away, very ill, he explained to the conductor his total inability to 
Rilig his ballad in the second part ; but, with a desire that the audi- 
ence might not be losers through his indisposition, which was not 
his fault, he applied to me to introduce something in its place, and 
even sent for a copyof the ballad I am now going to have the honour 
of singing to you, with much less ability than he would have shown. 
Mr. Amott, with whom alone the artists engaged at the festival can 
communicate on business, was consulted, and gave his approval ; 
and not satisfied even with this, Mr. Reeves spoke with one of the 
stewards, who also consented to the change. Had this been stated, 
no fault could possibly have been laid to his charge. 1 thus take 
the liberty to address you, ladies and gentlemen, because I will not, 
if I can help it, allow a brother artist to be unjustly accused, as Mr, 
Reeves was — of course unintentionally — in the explanation given 
this evening, or to be blamed when he is entirel)^ innocent — and 
especially when he had taken all the precautions in his^ power to 
compensate for any disappointmeut,' The tones of the nightingale 
had more persuasive eloquence in them than the voices of the 
steward and the mayor. The fair apologist (who speaks, by the way, 
quite as musically as she sings) was completely overwhelmed Willi 
the demonstrations of complete satisfaction that her quiet speech 
had elicited, and the peace of her "brother artist' was made with 
the public. We do not remember a more graceful act on the part of 
one artist to another— an act implying a strong sense of tight, no 
little moral courage, and the total absence of a certain feeling of 
jealous rivalry from which even the most distinguished members of 
the profession are not invariably exempt." 

Mdlle. Titiens, Mi.ss Dolby, Signori Giuglini, Belletti, 
and Vialctti, also joined in the second part of the concert. 

(Continued on page 131. J 
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Glovcesteb Musical Festival, continued from p. 126i 

On Thursday morning, there were three attractive pieces 
in the. sacred performance, viz., Engedi (the "Mount of 
Olives"), Eossini's Stabat Mater, and Spohr's Last Judg- 
ment. Mr. S. Reeves, being actually confined to his bed, 
was unable to appear, and the music allotted to him was 
Bung by Mr. Monteni Smith. Madame Novello surpassed 
herself in all the principal soprano music, and never was 
her magnificent voice heard to greater perfection. The 
other solo parts were sustained by Mrs. Hepworth, Miss 
Lascelles, Mr. M. Smith, and Mr. Thomas, who contributed 
to render this a most successful performance. 

The third and last evening concert, included avariety of 
miscellaneous pieces, and the audience were much gratified 
with the selection. Miss Summerhayes, a young pianist 
of great promise, was received with every raanifestatioii of 
delight, and was encored in Wallace's fantasia on " Robin 
Adair." The singers were the same as on the previous 
occasion. 

On Friday morning, the Messiah attracted one of the 
largest audiences ever assembled in Gloucester Cathedral, 
and the performance was probably the best duiing the 
week. All the singers were at their post, including Mr. 
S. Reeves, who had been able in a great measure to recover 
his powers. The choruses, sung by the united choirs of 
Gloucester, Worcester, and Hereford, were maiked by 
their usual precision, and great pains had evidently been 
taken to render their part in the performance altogether 
perfect. 

The following is an account of the numbers that have 
attended the performance during the week:: — Tuesday 
morning (Cathedral), 1700 ; evening concert, 416; Wed- 
nesday morning, 1450 ; evening, 350; Thursday morning, 
154S; evening, 642: Friday morning, 280O. The col- 
lections were as follow : — Tuesday, £201 Is. 6d. ; Wed- 
nesday, £161 lis. 4d.; Thursday, £214 Ss. 6d.; Friday, 
£450 183. lid.; total, £1033 15s. 3d. 



GLASGOW MUSICAL FESTIVAL. 

We find from a Prospectus just issued, that the people 
of Scotland are bestirring themselves in the cause of 
Music, and that there is every prospect of a Musical Fes- 
tival on a grand scale being held at Glasgow in the ensuing 
year. The Prospectus is headed by a very numerous list 
of patrons, including the higliest of the nobility and gentry 
of the country. The name of Her Majesty is the first of 
the list, followed by the Prince Consort, the Duke of 
Cambridge, and about thirty noblemen, besides a great 
number of the most influential of the aristocracy. The 
trustees are Alexander Harvey, Esq., of Govenhaugh ; 
James M'Clelland, Esq., of the Institute of Accountants 
and Actuaries in Glafgow ; William Paul, Esq., of the 
Commercial Bank of Scotland, and the Treasurer and 
Secretary of the Choral Union. 

It appears that, until within a comparatively recent 
period, the performance of a single oratorio in a suitable 
manner, in Scotland, generally resulted in pecuniary loss ; 
and, as a natural consequence, works of that class have 
been produced less frequently than their pre-eminent 
merit demanded. But during "the last few years, a grati- 
fying improvement has been perceptible in the public taste, 
— an increased interest has been manifested in the highest 
class of Music, — and it is therefore believed that the time 
has now arrived when the design of a Musical Festival 
will obtain adequate support, and be regarded as an ap- 
propriate expression of tlie public appreciation of one of 
the most ennoliling of the Fine Arts. 

These considerations have induced the proposal to cele- 
brate, in February, 1860, under the auspices of the Glasgow 
Choral Union, the First Musical Festival of the town, — 
the profits of which are to be applied in aid of the Glasgow 
Royal Infirmary and the Asylum for the Blind. The 
musical arrangements contemplated are on a scale suited 
to the character of the undertaking. The festival will 
embrace three complete oratorios and a grand miscellaneous 



concert. The first of these will be the Elijah of Men- 
delssohn. The second concert will be miscellaneous. At 
the third, it is intended to produce a new oratorio by 
Horsley, entitled Gideon; and the Messiah will be per- 
formed on the last day of the four. The design is to en- 
gage a competent number of solo vocalists of acknowledged 
excellence. The orchestra will be composed of eminent 
London and provincial artistes, and the chorus will consist 
of the membei-s of the Glasgow Choral Union, at present 
numbering about 250, but who will probably be largely 
increased before the end of the cuiTent year. 

The expenses of such a festival are manifestly of great 
importance, and the projectors have determined upon 
insuring a guarantee against too heavy a responsibility by 
obtaining subscriptions beforehand. In order to laise tho 
requisite amount, they have arranged that a subscription 
of two guineas shall entitle the subscriber to one ticket 
for the reserved seats at each of the four concerts, and a 
subscription of £2 10s. will secure two tickets for either 
the two first or two last concerts. A ccrresponding number 
of additional tickets will be supplied to those who are 
inclined to further the undertaking by increasing their 
subscriptions. The Glasgow Choral Union has now been 
in existence for sixteen years ; during that period they 
have produced some of the best compositions of the great 
masters, and it is gratifying to find that the efforts of the 
society have successfully promoted the cultivation of 
Music in Glasgow. This ia sufficient to prove that the 
Choral Union are entitled to the confidence of the public 
in the important undertaking of inaugurating a Grand 
Musical Festival. 
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Abingdon. — On the 8th of September, the members of 
the Musical Association held their first meeting for this 
season at the Council Chamber. Mozart's Twelfth Mass 
was the programme selected for the opening night, which 
was given with considerable taste and spirit for a society 
consisting entirely of amateurs. At the next meeting 
Beethoven's Mass in C will be performed. During the past 
season (1858 — U) this Society has held twenty-eight 
meetings for the practice of classical music. 

Ameksham (Bucks). — A morning and evening concert 
was given on the Slst of August, by Mr. W. H. Birch, 
organist of St. Mary's. The vocalists engaged were Miss 
Poole, Miss Lizzy Stuart, Mrs. H. Barnby, and Messrs. 
Marriott, Whifiin, and Barnby. Instrumentalists, violin, 
Mr. John Day ; viola and concertina, Mr. W. H. Birch ; 
violoncello, Mr. Horatio Chipp ; and pianoforte, Mr. John 
Birch. The whole' of the performances were of a most 
satisfactory character, the audience testifying by their 
applause the pleasure tliey felt at the eflbrts of their enter- 
tainers, and showing that they appreciated the spirited 
enterprize of their worthy organist. 



